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Hazardous Materials Incidents
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Hazardous Materials Incident Reporting System

Abstract Attributes

This system is used to process information on the Geographic Coverage of Data: U.S. totals, 50
unintentional release of hazardous materials states, District of Columbia, county, city, U.S.
during the course of transportation.  This territories, Canada
information is compiled in accordance with the Time Span of Data Source: 1971-present
requirement levied in the Transportation Safety First Developed: 1971
Act of 1974, Public Law 93-633.  The major uses Update Frequency: Quarterly/written report;
of the system are to highlight problem areas, daily/telephone report
pinpoint need for corrective action, and provide a File Format: System 1032 (VAX)
statistical compilation of all accidents and Media: 9-Track Tape, Diskette, Printout
incidents involving hazardous materials.  The
system contains information on each reported
incident and consists of data elements such as the
date of the incident, location, shipper, carrier,
commodity involved, and other detailed
information concerning the packaging and nature
of the incident.  Monthly and yearly reports are
generated and include, but are not limited to,
incidents by mode, incidents involving
exemptions, commodity, container, cause and
state summaries.

Source of Data

Carriers of hazardous materials are required to
report to the U.S. Department of Transportation,
Research and Special Programs Administration
certain unintentional release that occurred during
transportation.  These reports include (a)
immediate telephone notification made to the U.S.
Coast Guard’s national Response Center (NRC)
since 1982; and (b) written reports on hazardous
material spills, Form F5800.1, made within 30
days of the incident and collected since 1971.

Sponsoring Organization

DOT/Research and Special Programs
Administration, Office of Hazardous Materials
Planning and Analysis

Availability

DOT/RSPA, Office of Hazardous Materials
Planning and Analysis , DHM-63, 400 7th Street,
S.W., Washington, DC 20590; (202) 366-4555;
Fax: (202) 366-7435. Price $35

Contact for Additional Information

Kevin Coburn
Information Systems Manager
DOT/RSPA, DHM-63
(202) 366-4555, Fax: (202) 366-7435
E-mail: coburnk@rspa.dot.gov
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Hazardous Materials Incident Statistics, 1995

State Incidents Injuries Deaths Damages($)
Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168 6 0 368,895
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 6 0 1,374
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122 4 0 785,401
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210 4 0 814,016
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,090 37 3 2,751,502
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 344 7 0 280,476
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 1 0 47,354
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 0 0 6,390
District of Columbia . . . . . . . . 9 0 0 25,220
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518 9 0 1,240,157
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435 28 0 1,114,849
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0 0 976
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 2 0 79,801
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 842 29 0 3,822,414
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383 7 0 274,164
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 4 0 158,860
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243 5 0 525,010
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338 6 1 499,510
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 7 0 440,723
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 0 0 12,756
Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 2 0 184,546
Massachusetts . . . . . . . . . . . . 351 4 0 220,145
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337 16 1 280,081
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327 8 0 1,046,811
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 1 0 1,312,156
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364 8 0 573,229
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 0 0 590,486
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 1 0 55,619
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 0 0 119,081
New Hampshire . . . . . . . . . . . 42 1 0 19,134
New Jersey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 9 0 307,593
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 2 0 209,147
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 758 7 0 1,909,976
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . 639 8 0 401,995
North Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 0 0 48,170
Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,415 29 0 1,746,188
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 1 0 496,830
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 9 0 377,948
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . 918 14 0 1,106,324
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 1 0 24,700
South Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 3 0 312,206
South Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 1 0 66,535
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581 13 0 278,733
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,072 37 1 2,020,159
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343 10 0 121,200
Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 1 0 148,351
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 15 0 362,148
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 7 0 118,065
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 24 0 405,846
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 1 0 385,791
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 2 0 307,309

U.S. Total 14,688 399 6 28,827,110

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Special Programs Administration, Hazardous 
Materials Information System (Washington, DC: 1996).


